
REPORT & MINUTES OF THE 2021 14th ANNUAL 3973RD CDS LOS TOROS  
REUNION IN TAMPA, FLORIDA 

 
 

Greetings Los Toros, 

 

Our event ran from October 19th through October 22nd held at Doubletree by Hilton Tampa Airport 

Westshore. Our traditional Meet & Greet October 19th complete with finger foods & beverages as 

well as the handing out of goody bags with ordered reunion t-shirts and agendas was the perfect 

setting to see the faces we’ve missed, including a few new faces. Once again Dennis Galt did an 

outstanding job designing our shirts. However, just days before we gathered Dennis found out he 

couldn’t make the trip but he managed to get them to us via the USPS. 

 

Wednesday. Oct. 20th began with our general meeting. Since we didn’t have the service of either 

Dennis Galt or Dan Foronda to M.C. the meeting Bob Sterkenburg was kind enough to step in and help 

out. As tradition we began with The Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag. Ed Bailey suggested we call out 

and remember those who are no longer with us, the number of names voiced was staggering. 

We addressed the question as to whether we should continue reunions on an annual basis and the 

conclusion was a resounding Yes. 

 

I brought up the subject of Rose Vaccone and the incredible job she does for Los Toros in keeping 

members informed via our Los Toros e-mail and the Roster she manages. I became aware of some 

members not receiving information on reunions, etc. The problems arise when members neglect to 

inform Rose of address, phone number and especially e-mail changes. So, please make sure your 

information is current via the members Roster. If you need an updated member list, just contact Rose 

and she will e-mail one to you. Email her at Lostoros3973@gmail.com or call her at 610-203-3969. 

And if you know of a member who moved or changed his phone number, kindly let her know so we 

can update our records. 

 

Discussion was held about a location for the 2022 Reunion. Sites in the Northeast were suggested 

such as Williamsburg, VA., Washington, D.C. then New Orleans, LA, and a return to Wright Patterson 

in Dayton, OH. However, accommodations in some of those areas would be budget busters. Hotels 

not only make profit on the sleeping rooms they charge exorbitant prices for meeting room space. 

Remembering the incredible treatment we received from the Bob Hope Hotel, as well as knowledge of 

many new additions to the AIR FORCE MUSEUM, Dayton, OH was chosen for next year’s location. 

Time frame will be sometime in Sept. or Oct. based on availability at the Hope Hotel. I will forward 

the information once it is arranged. 

 

We closed the meeting and gathered in the lobby to carpool to the famous FLORIDA AQUARIUM. It 

was absolutely beautiful. There were two floors, a lot of walking, but a wonderful opportunity to view 

sea life in a natural habitat setting. Everyone seemed to really enjoy the casual afternoon. 

Dinner was on our own with either the hotel restaurant or a number of fine restaurants within 

walking or short driving distances. It was a full day. 

 

 



Thursday Oct. 21st was our 8:00 a.m. scheduled trip and tour of MacDill A.F.B. Thanks to Tony Santos’ 

deep connection to MacDill A.F.B. he put me in touch with MSgt. Aaron Medina, Section Chief, 

Training 6th Security Forces Squadron. The tour he put together for us went above and beyond 

including providing transportation to and from the base. On the bus MSgt. Medina welcomed us, gave us 

some information about the base and outlined some of what we would experience and see.  

 

Our first stop was a Meet & Greet with 6th SFS Commander and Chief Lt. Colonel Brian M. Rutt. He 

welcomed us and gave us an introduction to the base. He expressed the same sentiment I had heard from 

MSgt. Medina pertaining to the importance of men like the 3973rd CDS as the beginning of what has 

become A.F. Security Forces today. 

 

We were then treated to donuts, coffee and orange juice while MSgt. Medina gave us an overview of 

training procedures. He then told us a bit about himself, his 23 yrs. in the Air Force, married with two 

children and planning his retirement next yr. He introduced us to two Airmen of his staff, MSgt. Banks 

who is being deployed to Korea and Staff Sgt. Krentz. 

 

We proceeded to tour the Base Defense Operations Center (an overview of all new systems ATAK, 

Drone, and Water side security). Sgt. Lafauette explained drone surveillance and that their drones can 

capture suspicious drones, and she stated federal charges can be held against any drone owner flying 

over military installations. I lost count of the computer screens that encompassed that room. We 

were all thoroughly impressed. 

 

On our way to the Armory we witnessed some man-to-man Defense Training. Weapons storage is a 

very touchy area and we were allowed only 8 at a time to enter where E-4 Marlyn Miranda explained 

about heavy weapons storage, ammunitions and the stringent protocols in issuing anything from the 

Armory. 

 

Next, we boarded our bus to the K 9 area for a tour of the kennels. Tech Sgt. Arvizo and Sgt. Bolin 

were our hosts. This is the MWD Center- Military Working Dog Center. While strolling through the 

kennels we got to see each dog, learned each dog has a special diet. Then we were escorted outside 

for an outstanding demonstration of a dog at work, complete with a car chase and sirens blaring. The 

instant the back door of the police vehicle popped open Dog Chucky knew exactly what to do, brought 

his target down and the ‘bad guy’ had a huge lead, then repeated a take down when he tried to 

escape. These dogs are lightning fast! 

 

Then we proceeded to the EST (Emergency Services Team) area where we witnessed the capture of a 

bad guy hold up in a building. Sgt. Cruz explained the work of the EST Special Response Team, and the 

fact that all members of the team are volunteers, they do all of their training during their off hours, 

and making the team is very challenging, they only take the best of the best. 

 

The last tour stop was at the Boat House, The Marine Patrol Section. Since MacDill is practically 

surrounded by water, the importance of Marine Security is essential. MSgt. Koster explained this 

team is available 24 hrs. a day, 365 days a year, and that this is the only base that has this kind of fulltime 

facility. He had a display of water safety equipment used by the men when on patrol on the  

water. We stepped outside where he showed and explained to us the various watercraft required for 



their location and line of work. The vessels are specialized and they even have and use jet-skis. It was 

all very fascinating, as well as educational. 

 

Our final stop was for a delicious Sarge’s BBQ lunch of pulled pork, chicken, potato salad, mac & 

cheese, bean salad, cole slaw and cold beverages. The two men serving us our plates were retired A.F. 

Sergeants who opened this business of Sarge’s BBQ. The actor Gary Sinise does a lot of wonderful 

work for our military and his Gary Sinise Foundation helped fund our on base lunch. We were even 

joined by many of the troops we had seen at our various tours. 

 

After lunch MSgt. Medina told us there were taser demonstrations up stairs and some members went 

up to view it. The demonstration showed 2 Airmen one on each side of the recipient holding their 

arms to keep them from falling. The two female Airmen seemed to withstand the taser quite well, 

then a couple of muscular male Airmen that participated really needed the assistance of the holders. 

The instructor explained that the more muscle mass one has the effects were worse. There was also 

an outside pepper spray training demonstration some members watched. However, we were warned 

that a breeze could blow it our way and they could get the effects of the spray. All in all, it was an 

absolutely great day at the base. We were bussed back to our hotel about 3:30 P.M. to relax and have 

dinner on our own. 

 

Friday Oct. 22nd we met in the Birchwood room for our closing meeting, raffle, and luncheon. We held 

the raffle first due to some members leaving later in the day. Marcia Sterkenburg opened the 

meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. Even with our limited number of members in attendance we 

added $225.00 from the raffle to our fund. 

 

Prior to our delicious luncheon of Baby Greens Salad, Chicken Marsala in a Cremini Mushroom Sauce, 

White & Wild Rice, Roasted Vegetable Medley, Rolls & Butter, Key Lime Pie, Coffee, Tea, Iced Tea, Ed 

Bailey led us in a beautiful prayer. During the meal there were discussions among members of looking 

forward to a larger gathering in ‘2022’ in Dayton. 

 

I can not close without mention of gratitude to Sue Taylor, Marcia Sterkenburg and others assisting in 

food prep for the Hospitality Room, and along with Marie Katrancha overseeing the raffle. An extra 

special Thank You to Marie for being our secretary and being so diligent taking the notes that assisted 

me in putting this report together. I also want you all to know that Thank You cards went out to the 

base Commander, MSgt. Medina and a letter of gratitude will go out to the Sales & Catering Dept. at 

the Doubletree for their exceptional treatment of our group. 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone in ‘2022’ Dayton, OH. 

 

Dianne Hughes 

 


